
LA Food 
Eq u it y  
Fu n d

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Leslie 1-9, Cynthia – 10-12, Kahlil Explorer Tool w/ videoSlide 1 – Welcome and thank you for joining us for this informational overview presentation of the LA Food Equity Fund. On behalf of Community Partners, I am Leslie Toy and I’m joined by my colleagues Cynthia Freeman and Kahlil Gasper who you will hear from later on in this presentation.As we begin, I would like to do a land acknowledgement. I want to recognize and honor that we are gathered virtually here today on native and indigenous land. I am joining from the traditional, unceded, and ancestral territories of the Tongva people. We honor and pay respect to the native and indigenous elders and descendants – past, present, and emerging – as they continue their stewardship of these lands and waters that we all live, work, and play on in LA County.



Overview
• Background

• Types of grants available

• Timeline

• Eligibility Criteria

• How to Apply
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Slide 2 – This overview slide provides a snapshot of the topics that we will cover in today’s presentation. We will review background information on the LA Food Equity Fund grant program, discuss the types of grants that are available to apply for, the timeline to apply, eligibility criteria, and how to apply. 



Background

The Los Angeles County Chief Sustainability Office 
is proud to launch the LA FOOD EQUITY FUND 
which will invest over $9.8 million of American 
Rescue Plan Act funding across LA County. In 
partnership with the county, Community Partners 
is administering the grantmaking program.
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Slide 3 - Across LA County, the American Rescue Plan provides $1.9 billion in funding for an equitable  recovery from the devastating economic effects caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Through the LA Food Equity Fund, we will be able to invest over $9.8 million of American Rescue Plan Act funding across LA County. Community Partners is proud to be partnering with the LA County’s Chief Sustainability Office to administer this grant program. 



Purpose
The purpose of these grants is to 
alleviate food and nutrition insecurity 
and contribute to building a more 
sustainable and resilient food system in 
LA County. These funds build on the 
community-centered equity approach 
of the LA Food Equity Roundtable 
Action Plan.
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Slide 4 – The purpose of these grants is to alleviate food and nutrition insecurity and contribute to building a more sustainable and resilient food system in LA County. This grant program builds upon the community centered approach of the Los Angeles County Food Equity Roundtable. The Roundtable published a comprehensive strategic action plan in December 2022, based on input from more than 200 community-based organizations and 100-plus food system experts. While not required, we would encourage those interested in applying to our grant program to consider taking a look at this action plan. 

https://lacountyfoodequityroundtable.org/
https://lacountyfoodequityroundtable.org/


What types of grants are available?

1. CAPACITY-BUILDING
 Strengthen Food Systems and Supply Chain Infrastructure
 Nutrition Promotion
 Public Benefits Enrollment

2.  FOOD DISTRIBUTION
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Slide 5 - There are two major categories of grants available to apply for. Our first bucket of grants is for capacity building, and under this major category applicants should apply for only one of the following subcategories: strengthen food systems and supply chain infrastructure, nutrition promotion, or public benefits enrollment. Our second major bucket of grants is for food distribution. Please note that there are two different applications, one for capacity building and one for food distribution. Applicants should only apply for one grant in one major funding category. In other words, your organization may submit only ONE grant application in total. 



 improving efficiency in food distribution
 local or climate-friendly food production or procurement
 food recovery and waste management
 food access for priority populations and communities
data/technology projects

Grant Amounts: $300,000 – $1,000,000

STRENGTHEN FOOD SYSTEMS AND 
SUPPLY CHAIN INFRASTRUCTURE

CAPACITY -BUILDING GRANTS
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Slide 6 – Diving into our first major funding category of capacity building, we first highlight the subcategory: Strengthen Food Systems and Supply Chain Infrastructure. We invite grant proposals that may address: improving efficiency in food distributionlocal or climate-friendly food production or procurementfood recovery and waste managementfood access for priority populations and communitiesdata/technology projectsGrants in this category will range from $300,000 up to $1,000,000 as one time grants. 



 nutrition education and communications
 nutritious food preparation
 safe food handling education
 nutrition screenings and services in healthcare
 nutritious food availability
 nutritious food incentives

Grant Amounts: $150,000 – $400,000

NUTRITION PROMOTION

CAPACITY -BUILDING GRANTS
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Slide 7 – The second subcategory within capacity building is nutrition promotion. We invite grant proposals that may address: nutrition education and communicationsnutritious food preparationsafe food handling educationnutrition screenings and services in healthcarenutritious food availabilitynutritious food incentivesGrants in this category will range from $150,000 up to $400,000 as one time grants.



 increase access to healthy foods
 outreach and engagement
 development of targeted materials
 development of accessible tools and processes

Grant Amounts: $100,000 – $250,000

PUBLIC BENEFITS ENROLLMENT

CAPACITY -BUILDING GRANTS
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Slide 8 – Finally, the third subcategory within capacity building grants is public benefits enrollment. We invite grant proposals that may address: Increasing access to healthy foodsoutreach and engagementdevelopment of targeted materialsdevelopment of accessible tools and processesGrants in this category will range from $100,000 up to $250,000 as one time grants. 



 culturally relevant food items
 infant formula
 personal hygiene products such as diapers
 staffing and other direct expenses associated 

with the procurement of items.

Grant Amount: up to $100,000

FOOD DISTRIBUTION GRANTS
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Slide 9 – The second major grant category is for food distribution. This grant program will provide reimbursement for the distribution of food and related household necessities. Eligible items for reimbursement include culturally relevant food items; infant formula; personal hygiene products such as diapers; and staffing and other direct expenses associated with the procurement of items. Grants in this category will be awarded up to $100,000. Grantees will be required to collect zipcode data of individuals that items are distributed to. Furthermore, distribution grants will be paid on a monthly cost-reimbursement basis – you must buy and distribute the items and then submit an invoice to be reimbursed. Grantees must provide detailed itemized invoices to verify all purchases of eligible food and household supplies acquisition and the cost of distribution and may invoice for indirect costs of up to 10%.Now I’ll pass to my colleague Cynthia.



What types of projects are you looking for?

These funds build on the community-centered equity approach 
of the LA County Food Equity Roundtable Action Plan.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We welcome your ideas and applications for activities that fit the Capacity-Building and Food Distribution criteria that Leslie just reviewed. We also welcome (but do NOT require) applications for activities that align with the Los Angeles Food Equity Roundtable’s strategic goals and objectives. We have provided some examples of these on our microsite at communitypartners.org/foodequity in case they are helpful. But you are not limited to these.  

https://lacountyfoodequityroundtable.org/


Panel of Food Equity Advisors 
will review applications

NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2023

Grant period begins
FEBRUARY 1, 2024

Applications open for submissions
SEPTEMBER 18, 2023 – OCTOBER 30, 2023

Selected applicants receive notifications
JANUARY 2024

Timeline
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Now I will review the timeline. Applications are now open and will close at 4:59pm on October 30th. We tend to have a rush at the end, so please plan to submit a little bit early if possible. A diverse panel of Food Equity Advisors will review applications in November and December. We will notify you in January of 2024 whether or not you have been selected to receive a grant. If selected, we will have you complete some paperwork and then send payment. The grant period begins on February 1st and all activities must be completed no later than October 31, 2026. 



Who can apply?
Those eligible to apply include:
• Community-based organizations (CBOs)
• Fiscally-sponsored organizations
• Faith-based organizations
• Small businesses
• Social enterprises
• Local government agencies
• School districts

Those NOT eligible to apply include:
• Individuals
• State government

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who can apply for these grants? Those eligible to apply include:Community-based organizations (CBO) with 501c3Fiscally-sponsored organizationsFaith-based organizationsSmall businessesSocial enterprisesLocal government agenciesSchool districtsThose NOT eligible to apply include:IndividualsState governmentsNow I’ll pass the mic to my colleague Kahlil



How do I apply?

1. Create free account in Submittable: 
https://manager.submittable.com/signup

Compatible web browsers

Google Chrome

Mozilla Firefox

Apple Safari
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Now that we have covered the purpose of the grant and the grant types, let's take a look at "How to apply." First, you have to create a free account on the online platform Submittable https://manager.submittable.com/signup. Submittable is our online portal where we receive and review grant applications. Once you have created an account, you will need to select the correct application and then submit your responses. Two quick technical notes:  The email address associated with your account will be used to communicate with you about your application. Please make sure to use an email account that is readily accessible and that you check often. Also, make sure to use a web browser thaSubmittable be used on Chrome, FireFox or Safari. This platform does  not work on Internet Explorer. Choose your application at:

https://manager.submittable.com/signup


How to know if my organization 
is eligible to apply?

•Project MUST primarily operate in areas identified as “highest” 
and “high” needs categories by the LA County Equity Explorer.

#1: Your Project Location

•Applicants who faced financial insecurity during the 
COVID-19 pandemic are also eligible.

#2: Financial Hardships

Presenter Notes
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Before you start your application, there are two ways to understand if you are eligible for this grant opportunity. The first way to determine eligibility is by your Project Location. Grants from the LA Food Equity Fund are for projects that primarily operate in areas of the county determined to be in the “highest” and “high” needs categories. To be able to identify how your project area is categorized you will have to use the Los Angeles County Equity Explorer tool. If the area where your project is located is not in the "highest" and "high" need area, you may still be eligible, IF your organization experienced Financial Hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Applicants who faced financial insecurity are also eligible for this grant opportunity.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9d7a43397ea84ab98a534be5b5376fba/page/Home/?data_id=dataSource_1-ARDI_Equity_Index_3840%3A10492&views=Thematic-Filters


How to use the Equity Explorer Tool?

STEP 1: CLICK THE LINK TO 
ACCESS THE LA COUNTY 
EQUITY EXPLORER TOOL.

STEP 2: CLICK THE 
MAGNIFYING GLASS ICON TO 

SEARCH FOR AN ADDRESS.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To check the Eligibility of your Project Location address, you will need to First Click the link found on the Submittable online application which will take you to the LA County Equity Explorer tool. Once you land on the Equity Explorer website, next, you to click the Magnifying Glass icon on the Search bar and enter the address of your primary project location. 



STEP 3: CLICK ON THE 
AREA WHERE YOUR 

PROJECT ADDRESS IS 
LOCATED TO IDENTIFY 

YOUR NEEDS TIER.

How do I use the Equity Explorer 
Tool?
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The final step is to Identify the category of Needs Tier that your project address is located in. Look at the color of the area on the map where your address is located and match it with the corresponding color on the Map Legend located in the bottom right corner. To verify the category of Needs Tier, click anywhere inside the area where your project is located and you will receive a pop-up message identifying that areas Equity Score as well as a determination of category of Needs Tier. This grant opportunity is for projects located in the "Highest" and "High" needs categories.   



• Join us for virtual Office Hours.
• Check out our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
• Send questions or requests for assistance:

foodequityfund@communitypartners.org.
• Information and application at 

www.communitypartners.org/foodequity.

Need help?
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Finally, to receive support in completing or submitting your application, sign up for virtual Office Hours on our website. And if you have questions of specific requests for assistance, contact foodequityfund@communitypartners.org. We would be more than happy to assist. 

mailto:foodequityfund@communitypartners.org
https://communitypartners1.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/CommunityPartnersIntranet/ESD4Z__z96pGqsH0M7DdydQBlFsObZMydJZqkGA2GguIZw?e=MmpCbO
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